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This dissertation studies how globalization creates the context for violence and resistance in diverse locales around the world.  The focus here is on how freedom struggles in the Niger River Delta and Chiapas, in the southern regions of Nigeria and Mexico, respectively, emerge from the historical structures of racialized control and exploitation in each area that together suture the global space.  It develops a two-fold argument.  First, that by looking at the historical context and present contours of the freedom struggles in Chiapas and the Niger Delta, we can understand that the process popularly (and loosely) termed “globalization” is driven by a concerted assault on social reproduction in both locations.  The historical structure—material and symbolic—of the current globalizing moment imposes a condition of social death on these two sites.  Secondly, I claim that the patina of universal suffering under the global economy crumbles once we closely interrogate how the specific histories of racial development impact globalization in different regions.  The diverse histories of racial subjection lead to distinct experiences with the violence of globalization.


I analyze four dimensions of the relationship: the historical development of imperialism in both locations; the effects of developmentalism in the post-war period; how neo-liberal structural adjustment in the current period affect social reproduction and effect control over gender and sexuality; and how the global energy industry (particularly oil) is produced through and impacts each of these forces.  I will pay attention throughout to how various groups in Chiapas (primarily the Zapatista Army for National Liberation) and the Niger Delta (such as the Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni People and the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta, among others) organize their communities to confront state power and the criminalization of their lives.  Employing what I call an archive-based relational case study analysis, this comparative study of how globalization operates through different forms of racial subjection in different locations may reveal consequential limits to global solidarity, and thus perhaps some of the intrinsic barriers to profound social change.

