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The research on domestic violence in the U.S. is extensive, but there is little that has addressed the issue in a transnational context. This dissertation seeks to fill some of that gap in research by addressing domestic violence in Mexico and the U.S.  The particular emphasis on the problems faced by resident and immigrant Mexican women in the U.S. and Mexico in their efforts to live violence-free lives and receive assistance. This study compares and contrasts the barriers that Mexican and Mexican immigrant women in Mexico and the United States face when suffering from or seeking assistance for intimate partner abuse.  It addresses how women’s intersectional identities, legal consciousness, and cultural values impact both their desire and ability to seek services. Face to face interviews were conducted with clients of domestic violence service organizations, family members of clients, and service providers. Participant observation was conducted for a total of nine weeks at shelters, victims’ services centers in Mexico, and shelters, victims’ services centers, and minority-training centers in Orange County, California. Discourse analysis was conducted on documents pertaining to domestic violence. The data suggested that the two nations have different conceptions of domestic violence and that the processes that are used to resolve differ. The United States uses a discourse of safety, self-sufficiency and legal process, and Mexico uses a discourse of family violence, family reunification, human rights, and gender equity. In order for services in the United States to be relevant to Mexican immigrant women, the differences in discourse, legal consciousness and process, and the spectrum of collectivism vs. individualism must be taken into account. Class status and racial affiliation, especially among people with indigenous backgrounds, often affects shelter policies and the actions of the individuals who provide service in both the U.S. and Mexico.  Another finding of the research was the transnational influence of women’s networks in understanding domestic violence using the media. The study also addresses the importance of transnational solidarity building to promote gender equality and social justice.

