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The main purpose of this dissertation is to better understand the role of citizen participation in local growth politics and policy-making via the ballot box.  Using a database of growth management initiatives on the ballots of 159 California cities between 1986-2000, and city level demographic and housing data from the 1980, 1990, and 2000 Censuses, this study investigated four explanations concerning the likelihood of the proposal and adoption of growth management initiatives.  Employing multivariate regression techniques, this study investigated the motivations behind citizen enacted growth management policies.  In addition, this research examined the effects of growth management ballot measures on housing and socioeconomic change.  The findings from this study reveal that there is very little evidence that the proposal and adoption of growth management ballot measures is motivated by a community’s status or high rates of past growth, as is commonly believed.  Rather, cities are more likely to resort to the ballot box to manage growth when other cities in their region are doing so, suggesting that there may be a contagion or diffusion effect.  This also indicates that local jurisdictions pay attention and respond to growth politics occurring in the larger region.  Also contrary to expected, the results reveal that growth management policies, adopted at the ballot box, are not effective in slowing down housing growth.  Finally, there is evidence that cities that qualify growth management ballot measures have higher rates of growth in White population and smaller increases in Hispanic population.  Although growth management ballot measures may not be motivated by elitist values or community status, there may be racially exclusionary consequences.  

