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A private-public partnership between tort litigants and state officials presently enhances medical regulation.  Payments in private malpractice suits serve as effective misconduct detection tools for medical licensing boards.  Boards can use these payments as signals of possible misconduct by physicians and can target their investigations and subsequent regulatory actions accordingly.  This partnership may be threatened by medical tort reforms if they reduce legitimate malpractice claims and payments and, as a result, reduce the detection and sanctioning of negligent physicians by medical boards.
This dissertation examines the impact of medical tort reforms on physician sanctions imposed by state medical boards.  A model for assessing the influence of tort reforms on medical board sanctions is developed and used to formulate hypotheses about the anticipated influence of particular tort reforms on numbers of physician sanctions.  The dissertation then presents the results of statistical analyses testing these hypotheses.  A number of tort reforms are identified as having statistically significant associations with decreases or increases in physician sanctions.  Overall, the findings suggest that civil litigation signaling is an active process in the medical malpractice field and that, as a consequence, tort reforms altering this signaling may have important adverse consequences in reducing the effectiveness of physician regulation and in increasing public risks from inadequate medical care. 

