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From the ecological perspective, I attempt to build upon Robert J. Sampson, Stephen W. Raudenbush, and Felton Earls’ (1997) study of collective efficacy and its ability to mitigate community violence.  In doing so, I attempt to understand violent victimization occurring on the Southern Ute Indian reservation.  The purpose of this research was to understand the relationship between culture, ethnic identity, and collective efficacy as they might mitigate violent victimization.  The data were collected during the Southern Ute Indian Community Safety Survey.  Quantitative data for this study were collected from 667 completed questionnaires returned from 312 Indians and 355 non-Indians living on the same reservation.  Qualitative data were collected during 85 1-2 hour personal interviews with Indians living on the reservation.  Other data were collected from the Tribal Code and photographic images.  I identified two culturally-distinct groups residing on the reservation: Indians and non-Indians.  In the bi-variate analyses, I found significant differences between the two groups on Indian cultural values, ethnic identity, collective efficacy, and violent victimization.  In the multi-variate analysis (binary logistic regression), however, I found ethnic identity, collective efficacy, income, age, and gender to be most associated with violent victimization.  This means that  

poor, young, female, Indians who reported having low levels of collective efficacy are more likely to experience violent victimization than any others in this study.  This finding supports previous research that suggests that poor, young women experience higher rates of violent victimization than any others.  Moreover, this finding supports Sampson and his colleagues’ (1997) ideas about collective efficacy in that they believe that higher collective efficacy scores would lead to lower rates of violence.  Finally, the perception that Indians who live on reservations are more likely to experience violent victimization than are non-Indians who reside in the same community is supported by this research.
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